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	Click here to enter your practice name 
Antibiotic usage: Self-assessment checklist
Adapted from the Public Health England and Royal College of General Practitioners: TARGET Antibiotics: Self-assessment checklist.
	





What would be good practice now
1. Do you use antibiotic guidance when considering how to treat common infections?      
Yes ☐         No ☐ 	You should be using local antibiotic guidance – BSAVA PROTECT ME, BEVA PROTECT ME, RUMA Guidelines, Farm Vet Champions. This should be consistently used by all team members in your practice and out-of-hours services.
Click or tap here to enter text.


2. Do you analyse and discuss antibiotic prescribing at your practice at least once a year?     
Yes ☐         No ☐	Analysing antibiotic prescribing figures against set indicators during the audit process enables the practice to benchmark itself and determine whether there is a need to review their antibiotic prescribing practices. It is good practice to keep these figures and re-audit annually. Use national prescribing data to compare antibiotic prescribing in your practice to local levels. 
VetAUDIT provides links to national audit and benchmarking tools.
Click or tap here to enter text.


3. Do you use client focused strategies to highlight the importance of responsible antibiotic use? For example, videos and posters in clinical and waiting areas.    
 Yes ☐         No ☐	There are client materials available within the toolkits for BSAVA PROTECT ME and BEVA PROTECT ME. These can be used in the practice waiting areas or consultation room to improve client awareness and facilitate communication around responsible antibiotic use, antibiotic resistance, and treatment of infections. 
Click or tap here to enter text.

4.  Reflective notes on current guidance, benchmarking, and patient focused strategies in my practice.Click or tap here to enter text.




5. Have you been involved in a practice antibiotic audit in the last two years?
Yes, in last year ☐          Yes in last 2 years ☐         No ☐ 	
It is important to conduct regular antibiotic audits within your practice, with peer review of the results to further improve antibiotic prescribing. Audits have been shown to lead to improved prescribing and are now a requirement of GP in RCVS Practice Standards Scheme. They can also be claimed as CPD.  
Why not identify an area in your practice where prescribing rates are high – e.g., kennel cough, dentals, lambing, equine strangles and start an audit? You can use resources and templates on the RCVS Knowledge Clinical Audit page.
Click or tap here to enter text.


6. Do you usually record clinical indications for antibiotics prescribed in patient notes?
Yes ☐	No ☐ Not recording an indication for prescribing antibiotics may be perceived as a reason to hide inappropriate prescribing. A template or prompts on your PMS can help remind users. 
Click or tap here to enter text.


7. Reflective notes on auditsClick or tap here to enter text.






What most practices should aim to do soon

8. Is the latest antibiotic guidance made available to all locums and temporary team members working in your practice?     
Yes ☐          No ☐Having a consistent approach is important, otherwise clients can get mixed messages and may choose to re-consult with another colleague. 
Click or tap here to enter text.



 
9. Do you use back up/ delayed antibiotic prescribing?
Yes ☐          No ☐Back up/delayed prescribing is a very useful strategy to use when pressure to prescribe is greater, especially just before the weekend. In human medicine about 4/10 clients given a back-up/delayed prescription will collect and use the antibiotic. Clients may feel reassured that they have a prescription available to use if their pet’s symptoms do not get better as expected or worsen.  Back-up/delayed prescribing is a specific technique which includes giving advice on the natural history of the illness, alarm symptoms, when to re-consult and why and when to take the antibiotics. To encourage use of back up/delayed prescriptions in your practice, computer prompts could be used.
Click or tap here to enter text.




10. Do you have resources on infection and antibiotics that you can share with clients?
Yes- hard copies ☐       Yes- a prompt on the PMS to discuss ☐      No ☐Improved communication around antibiotics can help reduce antibiotic prescribing. 
Click or tap here to enter text.




11. Reflective NotesClick or tap here to enter text.





What all antibiotic aware practices should be doing

12. Do have a written policy on the use of antibiotics, including High Priority Critically Important Antibiotics (HP-CIAs)?
Yes ☐          No ☐It is important to have a practice policy of the use of antibiotics so that all team members are aware. This policy is required for GP level of  RCVS Practice Standards Scheme. 
Click or tap here to enter text.




13. Have you undertaken any infection control or AMR CPD? 
Yes ☐          No ☐You can find a free course on infection control within veterinary practice on the RCVS Knowledge Website.
Become a Farm Vet Champion to access free CPD on promoting good antimicrobial usage for food producing animals. 
Click or tap here to enter text.




14. Is there a team member within your practice who champions antibiotic stewardship? 
Yes ☐          No ☐Having an antibiotic champion within the practice can lead to significant improvements in antibiotic prescribing as they can help to drive and maintain initiatives to affect the required changes. The champion should aim to discuss antibiotic issues in the practice at least twice a year.
Become a Farm Vet Champion to access free CPD on promoting good antimicrobial usage for food producing animals and become a steward within your practice.
Click or tap here to enter text.




15. Reflective notesClick or tap here to enter text.




Antibiotic usage: Self-assessment checklist
Template provided by RCVS Knowledge www.rcvsknowledge.org/quality-improvement. 
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